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Two experiments
were conducted to determine if methallibure (ICI 33828), a hypothalamus-inhibiting dithiocarbamoylhydrazine (Malven, 1971) (Garbers & First, 1968) . (Liggins, 1968) . The fetal pituitary and its release of acth may also be necessary for the initiation of parturition in swine, as in sheep (Liggins, Kennedy & Holm, 1967; Liggins, 1968) . If it is assumed that the teratological changes reported to occur in the fetuses when the sow is treated with ICI 33828 (King, 1969; Christenson, Schafer, Teague & Grifo, 1971) are evidence that the drug crosses the placenta, then it is reasonable to expect that parturition was delayed due to inhibition of the release of fetal acth. How the parturition initiation mechanisms eventu¬ ally overcome this inhibition is without explanation.
